‘The Willow sofa cover Is avallable in sasy-to-care-for fabrics from Crate & Barrel.

Thanks to the economy, they're
in demand with stylish, versatile

options that go beyond plastic

By TARA NURIN
For the Courier-Post

Mention "slipcovers” in a crowd of peo-
ple and someone within earshot will snick-
er about grandmother’s house, where the
parlor firmiture was coated with impeng-
trable plastic and only the best company
sat on it

But vinyl slipcovers have changed with
the times,

*In the past couple of years we've really
kicked it up a notch as far as the types of
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fabrics we're using," says Nancy Cartis
ano; senior vice president of Sure Fit, a
slipcover manufacturer that reaps 75 per-
cent of the iIndustry’s sales,

The change has not gone unnoticed in

See SUP, Page 2C
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National online retaller Sure Fit offers Cotton
Duck covers for chairs.
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Slip/Today’s styles are fun and better fitting
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the market, which in 2009 re-
warded the New York City-
bazed Sure Fit with some of
the highest profits in its 95
vear history. After decades
fighting obsolescence, slip-
covers have been nudged
back into favor by a linger-
ing economic downturm,
Sure Fit — which sells
online and in home stores —
boasts an expanding collec-
tion of spandex velvet and
faux leather fabrics in con-
temporary patterns and sol-
ids that can complement any
decorating scheme. It and
other companies also have
extended their lines to en-
hance individual cushions
and fit a growing number of
furniture pieces — from re-
cliners to wing chairs —
along with coordinated cur-
taing, pillows and throw

ILES.

“It's the alternative to
buying new furniture,” says
Cartisano, who believes her
customers are tryving to
avoid hefty purchases while
alsp saving money on out-
side entertainment.

For consumers, a new
slipcover inexpensively
hides stains and signs of age,
offers a fresh look on a tired
room and provides the op-
portunity to dress up a home
seasonally. When they get
dirty, they can be removed
and machine washed, a ben-

efit long appreciated by par-

m Sure Fit: (888)-796-0500 or
www.surefit.com

® Ethan Allen: 489 Route 38
W., Maple Shade, (856)
B67-7333 or
www.ethanallen.com

® Crate & Barrel: Cherry Hill
Mall, 2000 Route 38, Cherry
Hill, (856) 662-5499 or
www.crateandbarrel.com

m Teresa Tocco-Davenport: (B56)
294-9173,
www.absolutelivingtoday.com

ents of young children and
owners of hairy pets.

But slipcovers are not the
solution for everyone. For
instance, parents and pet
owners should realize that
although manufacturers
hvpe the covers' washabili-
ty, most families don’t own a
washing machine big
enough to hold the cover for
a large sofa. And despite the
addition of stretchable,
form-fitting fabrics, a gener-
ie cover is unlikely to fit per-
fectly,

“They're sometimes
loose and baggy, =0 if yvou
like the shabby chic look,
then that's for yvou,” says Te-
resa Toeco-Davenport, an in-
terior designer who owns
Absolute Living Today in
Woolwich Township.

“If not, vou might have to
push it into the crevices and
tighten it up a little bit. Your
best bet, if you really want to
get slipcovers, is to get a

seamstress to come out and
make one for you.”

You can buy ready-made
covers at discount and home
stores, but it may be worth
making an initial invest-
ment in a sofa frame that
comes with fitted cushion
covers and can be washed
and updated over time. With
a location in Maple Shade,

Ethan Allen sells several
types of these couches, as
does Crate & Barrel, where
they're priced between
£1,499 and $3,000.

“They're very easy to
care for and you don't even
need to Scotchgard,” says
Michael Robinson, assistant
manager at the chain's Cher-
ry Hill Mall store, “But they

are natural fabrics so they
will fade.”

To determine whether a
slipcover makes sense for a
renovation, Tocco-Daven-
port recommends browsing
magazines and showrooms
for ideas. This season, she
says, what's in are solid,
neutral colors, especially
when accented by patterned

pillows that tie together of
er huies in the room.

If there's some hesitatic
over whether the cover w
enhance the room or |
snugly enough, Tocco-Da
enport advises, “Try it
home.

“If wou don't like it, v
can return it."”

Marry/Combining styles in the new home
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a design show with her. But
some nights, “These ideas
start percolating. We're
watrhing and he says he loves
something, and sometimes
I'm like, No way. That is ug-

It's possible to decorate
without battling, says interior
designer Kathryn Bechen of
Solana Beach, Calif, who
teaches a seminar called “Dec-
orating without Divorcing.”
But conflict is common when
both partners weigh in on
which safa to buy and where
to put it

Bromstad suggests couples
approach a joint decorating
project by going together to fa-

worite hare rectaimearte Feow

Money is a common
source of arguments, so Be-
chen advises couples to agree
on a budget in advance. De-
signer Brian Patrick Flynn,
founder and editor of the on-
MOn.eom, says it's important
to diseuss priovities.

“If she wants to spend
51,500 on a nice damask wall-
think $1,500 for something
that goes on a wall is Iudi-
crous. But mavbe he just
spent $1800 on surround
soLmd,

“They need to compare
notes on how much they val-
ue certain things”

Candace Moody and her

husband, Thom, have spent
et iare o thisir Ahvsar e

Tnda}* they have a home
in Florida. “When people
come in, they say, "Your house
fieels so much like yowl” And it
does,” Moody says. “Tt's us fo-
gether, It's our story.”

Shades of gray and green
are gender neutral, and cou-
ples often agree on them, ac-
cording to Flynn. Even some
purples — deep royal purple,
for instance, or a rich violet —
tend to appeal to both sexes.
Again, planning and discus-
sion help. As they look at spe-
cific shades, couples may find
they agree on more than they
expected, .

When decorating an entire
room, says Bromstad, start by

agreeing on one major piece
_— marharne tha had nre aonfa

sometimes creates the best re-
sult.

“If he wants to use a pair of
masculine, leather club
chairs,” says Flynn, “let her
choose a pink throw pillow.
It's still a man's chair, but
vou're bringing in that little
oumece of femininity.”

Bromstad agrees: Let one
person pick a modermn sofa,
while the other chooses an an-
tigque looking, ormate side ta-
ble. Or if one partner has an
old heirloom piece of furni-
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ture, let the other partner
ChDOGE a nontraditional color
to paint it. Bold contrast looks
great, and leaves everyone
feeling represented.

If you have enough space,
Bechen suggests letting each
person have one room that's
entirely theirs to decorate.
That tends to make compro-
mising in other rooms more

Ifdjségma:rmmsmm.al-
ed, Flynn says, bringing in an
outside voice can help restore

the peace. Interior designer
will do a consultation, ofte:
for just a few hundred dollar
giving vou detailed design re
ommendations and inform:
tiom about resotces.

In the end, says Becher
“the forus should be on the n
lationship,” not the rooms.

“The purpose of organk:
ing and decorating is to er
hance the relationship,” sh
says, ‘not the other wa
around.”
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